
 

A report on the Forum for North Southport Parishes April 2015 

 

We held the first Forum for North Southport Parishes of St. Marie’s, St. Patrick’s and Holy Family on 

Sunday 26
th
 April 2015 in the Marian Centre, Bath Street North. It began at 2pm and about 70 people 

attended for all three Parishes. 

We began with prayer and a hymn then a brief introduction from Fr Philip. A simple history followed of 

how we in the Pastoral Area Working Group have arrived at this point. Four presentations given by 

different members of sub groups detailed progress to date.  

The Laity and Formation subgroup representative described the action plan and timescales that have 

evolved from the Pastoral Area Plan delivered to Archbishop Malcolm in November 2014. Almost 

immediately, there is to be a Day for Readers with Marion Tully on 9
th
 May at St. John Stone’s and 

there is to be a Day of Reflection and sharing best practice for With you Always Catechists on 4
th
 July 

led by the Formation Team at LACE. A Marriage Preparation Programme is to be launched across 

Southport in January 2016. There is to be a coordinate approach to S.V.P.  work across our three 

North Southport parishes from now on. Throughout the presentation the theme of effective 

communication was deemed to be essential. These were just a few of the key items shared. The 

conclusion of the presentation aimed at vigorously seeking new volunteers to lead 

programmes and activities in our Parishes. 

The Youth Ministry Group, presentation led by Fr. John, described the establishment of the Youth 

Service Group, with two representatives from each Parish in the Pastoral Area of Southport meeting 

bi-monthly to discern the Church’s Ministry to, with and by young people. A member of the Youth 

Group described her involvement and how they are organising social events to get to know each 

other better. 

The Communication Plan presentation revealed the importance of the way we communicate with 

Parishioners, through newsletters and websites. The group plan to improve how we produce 

newsletters and web sites to ensure that Pastoral Area events are advertised. The group are also 

looking closely at websites and making connections between Parishes so that the same information is 

shared electronically. We heard about future plans for Twitter and Facebook. 



The Resources subgroup position was presented by Fr. Mark. He described our current position of 8 

Parishes and 6 Priests. Again the reassurance was made that there is no plan to close churches but 

that we must face the reality that, at some point, we will have only 4 Priests serving Southport. This 

means that in our part of Southport, we have been told that we will have two Priests serving St. 

Marie’s, St. Patrick’s and Holy Family. 

The Forum moved to discussion groups and we debated the following questions:- 

 What are your feelings about the process so far? 

 Have the Sub-groups & the Pastoral Area Working Group missed anything? 

 How can we (our three Parishes) co-operate better? 
 

After a period of discussion, we selected a member of each debating group to feedback their ideas. 

All were positive and thought provoking and after reading through the slips collected there seems to 

be common ground of concern on three points. 

1) The necessity for a Youth Worker/ facilitator possibly full-time. 
 

      2) The need for up-to-date web sites with a common link or even a single area web site.       This 

is something to be considered urgently as it has come up on at least four of the returns. 

      3) The importance of social events to help all the northern parishioners to get to know each other 

(the first one being at St Patrick’s on July 11
th
). 

One strong point made was that the Asian and Eastern European communities didn’t seem to be 

represented at the meeting and that their particular views and needs should not be left out of the 

equation - in fact might need specific and special requirements. 

Not to forget the elderly or shall we say mature with the wisdom and experience that they can bring to 

the table even if they are not always able to be present. 

We summarised the afternoon and promised to put together a brief communication for everyone who 

could not attend. We ended our afternoon with uplifting prayers and singing. People said that they felt 

energised and excited about the future. This was the first Forum for North Southport Parishes and we 

intend to hold more as we move forward with the process of change, the next one being at Holy 

Family in October. 

* Please contact your Parish Priest or representative if you feel you can help in any of these 

areas. We are particularly looking for help with Marriage Preparation and website construction 

at present. 

The first Forum for South Southport Parishes was held on Saturday 25
th
 April with a very good turnout 

and positive feedback. In summary:- we are a  Pastoral Area in transition, slowly moving forward!.. 


